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Minutes of the March 17, 2021 

The State of Ohio Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors’ 

JCARR Rules Review Committee 

 

Wednesday, March 17, 2021 
 
10:00 a.m. 
 
Pursuant to Section 4717.03 (A) of the Ohio Revised Code, the State of Ohio Board of Embalmers 
and Funeral Directors convened its regular meeting of the Board’s JCARR Rules Review 
Committee to discuss the Board’s business.  The meeting was conducted by means of a 
teleconference call as permitted through a provision to the Open Meetings Act. 
 
To protect the health and safety of all citizens of the state of Ohio during the ongoing declared 
pandemic and global health emergency related to COVID-19, meetings of a public body may be 
conducted by means of teleconference, video conference, or any other similar electronic 
technology in place of in-person meetings until further notice.  The ability to conduct meetings 
in such manner was enacted by the 133rd Ohio General Assembly with the passage of House Bill 
197 in response to Governor Mike DeWine’s declared emergency in Executive Order 2020-01D 
on March 9, 2020.  In November 2020, Ohio legislators passed House Bill 404 including a 
provision to extend the emergency use of conducting meetings of a public body to July 1, 2021. 
   
 
1. Convening of the Committee – Chairperson Nurre 
 
Calling of the Roll 
 
Chairperson Edward C. Nurre, Jr. called the meeting to order at 10:08 a.m.  Executive Director of 
the Board Cheryl Grossman took roll call for the meeting.  The following committee members 
were in attendance of the meeting: 

 
Edward C. Nurre, Jr.; Jon W. Rettig, Sr., Adriana Sfalcin, William C. Wappner 
 
Jarrod Williams of the board office staff took attendance of persons attending the committee 
meeting by teleconference.  In attendance were the following: Jack Lechner, Jr. of Cincinnati 
College of Mortuary Science; Cathy Elkins of Funeral Consumers Alliance of Central Ohio; and 
Melissa Sullivan and Craig Stires of Ohio Funeral Directors Association. 
 
Also, in attendance were Board Members Amanda E. Crates and George Horne, Board Counselor 
Associate Assistant Attorney General Joshua Monroe of the Office of Ohio, and Board Office 
Staff Member Kim Bourk. 
 
Mr. Nurre welcomed all to the committee meeting. 
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Mr. Nurre asked the committee members if all had opportunity to review the February 17, 2021 JCARR Rules 
Review Committee Meeting Minutes.  The committee members responded that they had. 
 
Jon Rettig moved for the committee to approve providing a recommendation to the Board to approve the 
February 17, 2021 JCARR Rules Review Committee Meeting Minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded by 
Adriana Sfalcin.  Mr. Nurre asked for discussion on the motion.  There was none.   
 
Motion by Jon Rettig, second by Adriana Sfalcin 
Roll-call vote: Yes: Edward Nurre, Jon Rettig, Adriana Sfalcin, William Wappner 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 4/0 
 
Mr. Nurre reminded all that during its last meeting, there was discussion on amending Section 4717-9-03 (B) of 
the Ohio Administrative Code.  Mr. Nurre asked Jarrod Williams if he would explain. 
 
Mr. Williams stated that [section] 4717-9-03 regards continuing education audit requirements.  Previous 
discussions during committees included replacing language within the first sentence of section B of the rule.  
Currently, section B states: The board may conduct an audit of the continuing education records of licensees 
during a renewal period.  Selected licensees will be notified and required to submit copies of the applicable 
amount of continuing education course completion certificates and documentation indicating the course 
completion date on or before the end of the current renewal period.  The selected licensees must submit the 
records of continuing education to the board within thirty days after being notified. 
 
Discussions identified that conducting a continuing education audit during this period is nearly impracticable 
based on the concurrence of the renewal and compliance periods and results in unintentional consequences for 
non-compliance.  
 
Section 4717.08 of the Ohio Revised Code states, in part, every license and permit issued under this chapter 
(4717) expires on the last day of December of each even-numbered year and shall be renewed on or before that 
date.   
 
R.C. 4717.09, states, in part, every two years, licensed embalmers and funeral directors shall attend between 
twelve and thirty hours of educational programs as a condition for renewal of their licenses.  In support, section 
4717-9-01 (A) of the Ohio Administrative Code states: Pursuant to section 4717.09 of the Revised Code, each 
person licensed to practice as an embalmer or funeral director in this state shall earn a minimum of eighteen 
hours of continuing education programs approved by the board for the two year compliance period and every two 
years thereafter. Compliance shall be required on or before the end of each two-year period following December 
31, 2006. The two-year compliance period shall commence on January first of the next two-year compliance 
period following receipt of the applicant's initial license. Compliance with the requirements of continuing 
education is a prerequisite for license renewal. 
 
In summary:  A license renewal period and a compliance period both expire on the last day of December of each 
even-numbered year.  Rule says, an embalmer or funeral director has up to the last day of the compliance period 
to earn the minimum number of continuing education (CE) hours prior to renewing a license.  So, in theory, one 
could comply with requirements all on the due date. 
 
The Board typically provides a period of at least 90 days prior to expiration for a licensee to renew a license.  If an 
embalmer or funeral director is randomly selected during the renewal period to participate in a continuing 
education audit and are notified in the early days of the renewal period, they may not be able to comply because 

http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4717.09
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they have yet to earn some or all of their CE hours prior to renewal.  This is the conundrum.  A licensee has until 
the paired expiration date to comply with the CE and renewal requirements but is expected to complete one 
before the other. 
 
Again, the current language in rule 4717-09-03 (B) of the Ohio Administrative Code states an audit may be 
conducted during a renewal period.  Another problematic area in conducting it during this time is that the pool of 
licensees available to randomly select to participate in the audit is potentially reduced.  Individuals who have not 
renewed their license(s) on or before the date the audit was initiated, could be omitted from the automated 
selection.  This would likely create an unequal collection of participants. 
 
In effort to resolve these issues, the Board desires to amend the rule to assure equality in the selection process 
and the ability for a licensee to comply with the audit request.  In addition, a change will allow the Board to 
conduct its continuing education audit in more effective manner.  The Board requested its JCARR Rules Review 
Committee to revisit amending the rule by eliminating “during a renewal period.”  William Wappner 
recommended, “The board may initiate an audit of the continuing education records of licensees within at least six 
months after the close of a license renewal period.”   
 
Edward Nurre stated that he was in favor of the recommendation and asked for an example at the next 
committee meeting for consideration. 
 
William Wappner moved for the committee to approve board office staff to develop a language revision to 
distribute to the JCARR Rules Review Committee.  The motion was seconded by Jon Rettig.  Mr. Nurre asked for 
discussion on the motion.  There was none.   
 
Motion by William Wappner, second by Jon Rettig 
Roll-call vote: Yes: Edward Nurre, Jon Rettig, Adriana Sfalcin, William Wappner 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 4/0 
 
Jon Rettig questioned aloud for clarification if the current license renewal due date was still June 30, 2021.  Board 
Counselor Joshua Monroe confirmed the date was correct. 
 
Mr. Rettig thanked Kim Bourk for her recent work on revisions to the Board’s Master ’s Training PowerPoint 
Presentation.  He informed that the board office staff was also working on revisions to the apprenticeship forms.  
Mr. Rettig went on to say that the forms needed updates in some areas and a simple clean-up.  He added that 
apprentices should like the improved appearance of the forms and the easy-to-follow instructions. 
 
Mr. Nurre asked aloud if there was any further discussion before the committee.  There was none. 
 
William Wappner moved for the committee to adjourn its meeting.  The motion was seconded by Adriana Sfalcin. 
 
Motion by William Wappner, second by Adriana Sfalcin 
Roll-call vote: Yes: Edward Nurre, Jon Rettig, Adriana Sfalcin, William Wappner 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 4/0 
 
March 17, 2021 meeting of the JCARR Rules Review Committee adjourned at 10:25 a.m. 

 

 


